Pectin is the major component in plant cell walls and comprises about one third of the 
mass of the primary cell wall. The pectic polysaccharides comprise a family of acidic 
polymers like homogalacturonans (H(;), rhamnogalactu ronans , and several neutral 
polymers like arahinans, galactans and arabinogalactans attached to it). Thus 
rhamnogalacturonan is interpreted as being one of the polysaccharides found in pectin. 

Instant specification defines rhamnogalacturonans as the complex polysaccharide 
that is left after an endo-PCi digestion, which has a major g!ycos\ i composition, (page 6). 



Kxtensin is define^ as a hydro proline-rich glycoprotein particularly abundant in the 
cell wall of dicots. 

I:\tensin is described as being a glycoprotein with a polypeptide backbone, to which are attached 
short sugar side chains. The polypeptide is rich in hvdrow proline, whose residues are 
(^glycosylated by tri- and tetra-arabinosides. 
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Stedman's Medical Dictionary 27th Edition 
pectin 

1. Broad gen eri c term for w hat are now called pecne substances or materials; 
specifically, a g elatinou s substance, consisting largely of long chains of mostly 
^(-^^liiyJl!J^LL!^^i^ units ( typical 1 \ & alp ha:- 1 .4 linkages and sometimes 
p res ent as methyl esters), that is extracted from fruits where it is presumed to 
exist as pioiopecim (pecuyse). 2. Commercial p.. sometimes called pectinic 
^OiT are w hitish, s oluble pow ders prepared from the rinds of citrus fruits. 
They are used in the preparation of jams, jellies and similar food products 
where they enhance viscosity: therapeutically, they are used to c ont rol di arrhea 
(usually in conjunction with other agents), as a plasma expander, and as a 
protectant; p. bind calcium ions and are highly hvdrated . Ivase an en/ vmc 
that catalyzes the e limin ation or6-methyl-IXTta-4.5-d-galacturonate residues 
from pec tin ; tjnis. it brings about depolymeri/ation; it does not act on 
deesterified p. used in the 1 real men t of certain foodstuffs. 
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